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Coloradoôs Population 
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Well Density and Proximity to 

Populations 
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Program Background 

2014 Governorõs Oil and Gas Task Force 

Recommendations: 

 

×Create a centralized health concern line  

 

×Outfit a mobile air quality monitoring unit  

 

×Create an oil and gas information clearinghouse  

 

×Perform a human health risk assessment 
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Program Staffing 

ÅCapacity for calls through COHelp  

(aka Rocky Mountain Poison and Drug Center) 

ÅCitizen Outreach Liaison 

ÅOil and gas technical expert  

ÅAir quality scientist  

ÅToxicologist 

ÅConsulting physician 
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Centralized health concern line 

ÅPhone:  

303-389-1687 

 

ÅOn-Line Form  

  

 

  www.colorado.gov/oghealth  
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Responding Requires Collaboration 

Across Stakeholders 
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Contacts by County 
Total Contacts:  86  
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Weld 
34% 

Adams 
11% 

Mesa 
10% 

Dolores 
8% Garfield  

10% 

Larimer  
7% 

Unknown/ 
Out of State  

4% 

Grand 
1% Arapahoe 
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Boulder  
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El Paso 
2% 

Jefferson  
2% 

Denver  
1% 

La 
Plata 
1% 

Montezuma  
1% 

Routt  
1% 

Yuma 
1% 

Other  
8% 

Oct 2015 - April 2016  



Symptoms Reported 
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Eyes, Nose, 
Throat 

40% 

Gastro-
Instestinal  

9% 

Neurological 
16% 

Respiratory / 
Cardiac  

27% 

Other 
6% 



Health Concern Story 

ÅOperator in drilling 

phase 

 

Å Close proximity to 

sub-division 

 

Å Odor Complaints 

 

Å Health Concerns 

VEyes, nose, 

throat Irritation  

VHeadaches 

 

Å Noise Complaints 

 

ÅRegulatory aspects 

investigated by 

COGCC / Air 

Pollution  

 

Å Met with operator  

 

Å Air monitoring 

canisters provided 

to citizens  

V One citizen 

collected a 

sample 

 

ÅOperator agreed to 

additional mitigation 

efforts  

 

ÅNo clear 

exceedances of 

health levels in air 

pollutants  

monitored  

 

ÅConcerns have 

subsided 

Situation Investigation  Resolution 
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Mobile Air Monitoring Unit 
Å55+ Volatile Organic 

Carbon Species  

ïPetroleum related 
hydrocarbon gases  
ÅAromatics 

ÅAliphatics 

ïAlcohols 

ïKetones 

ïAldehydes 

ÅParticulate Matter  

ÅMeteorology & GPS 
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Oil and Gas Information 

Clearinghouse 
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Providing Oil and Gas Health 

Information 
 

ÅCompiling and analyzing reported health concerns  

 

ÅConducting a systematic review of the scientific 
literature  

 

ÅDeveloping new education materials  

 

ÅConducting health risk assessments 

 

ÅPresenting to public and other stakeholders  
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2016-2017 Risk Assessment 

ÅEmission data from CSU studies 
(North Front Range and Garfield County)  

ÅDispersion model-based exposures 

ÅCalculate potential health risk  

ïBy distance 

ïBy operation 

ïDirectly attributable to oil and gas 
activities  

ÅData available June 2016 

ÅEarly 2018 completion 
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Program email:   

cdphe_oghealth@state.co.us 

 

Website:  

www.colorado.gov/OGhealth  

 

Phone Line:  

303-389-1687 
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http://www.colorado.gov/OGhealth


  Questions? 
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